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of India was concerned and has been responsible for the
trust reposed in them, on the advice and guidance of
Gandhiji, by the leaders of the nation in the shape of
positions of high office which have been entrusted to them.
In India's new Constitution sex will not constitute a barrier
of any kind in any sphere of life.
But while Gandhiji stood for equal status with man for
woman he expected much from her too. The pamphlet
on the Constructive Programme was written by him in the
train from Sevagram to Bardoli in 1941. I remember so
well saying to him at the time 'What a tragedy, isn't it, that
the uplift of women has perforce to be one of the items?'
With a sigh he replied 'It is a tragedy just as untouchability
is a tragedy. But while I have always blamed men for
considering themselves lords and masters of women instead
of considering the latter as their friends and coworkers I
do want to impress on you that your own sex is also greatly
to blame for your present position/ The words 'surrender'
or 'defeat* did not exist in his vocabulary because he
believed that moral force was far superior to brute force.
The Almighty had a wise purpose in all that He planned*
Woman had been created the physically weaker vessel but
by reason of that very weakness he held her to be innately
superior to man in moral strength. 'Woman is more fitted
than man to make explorations and take bolder action in
Ahimsa. For the courage of self-sacrifice woman is any day
superior to man as I believe man is to woman for the
courage of the brute/ He never failed to stress that
violence was against the fundamental nature of woman.
But he sorrowed greatly that woman had become a slave
to man simply because she failed to recognize her latent
strength. 'Woman is the incarnation of Ahimsa. Ahimsa
means infinite love which again, means infinite capacity
for suffering. Who but woman, the mother of man, shows
this capacity in the largest measure? She shows it as she
carries the infant and feeds it during nine months and
derives joy in the suffering involved. What can beat the
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